
 

 

ST. PAUL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

122 W. Michigan Avenue 

Saline, MI  48176 

www.uccstpaul.org 

 

 

    TO: 

SERVICES:  9:30a Sunday with Coffee Hour immediately following service  
  (after Labor Day service time change to 10:00a) 
 
CHURCH STAFF: 
Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Patti Kenney                 730-9808     pastor@uccstpaul.org 
Secretary/Office Manager:  Karen Basile   429-7716     secretary@uccstpaul.org 
 Indoor Custodian:  Bev Miller     429-2680 gerbev@comcast.net 
 Choir Director:  Jean Wilson     439-8462 jackandjean1021@yahoo.com 
 Organist:  Mag Losee      429-7584         jlosee1@frontier.com 
 
PASTOR OFFICE HOURS:   CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday:  8:30a—2:30p   Tuesday:  8:30a—2:30p 
      Wednesday:  8:30a—2:30p 
      Thursday:  8:30a—2:30p 
COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 
Council President — Gerald Miller  gerbev@comcast.net  429-2680 
Treasurer — Pat Jensen   pj419@comcast.net  429-7793 
 Darryl Girbach     dgirbach@its.jnj.com   429-8159 
 Lloyd Girbach   klgirbach@yahoo.com   482-5167 
 Jeff Lange   jlange642@aol.com   429-9255 
 Cathy London   londoncat@frontier.com  429-3434 
 Babs Losee    blosee@comcast.net   429-7318 
 Josh Richter   richter.joshua@gmail.com  429-9800 
 Peter Schoenfeld   pkschoenfeld12@frontier.com  474-5674 
 Len Winkelman   lewk1ng@comcast.net   358-6100 

 

 

ST PAUL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

PASTOR PATTI’S PONDERINGS—COMMON GROUND 

July—August 2011 Newsletter 

 

Summertime is a time of growth spurts, and fruit-full living.  As I walked through the 

church garden this morning, I noticed the colorful maroon-laced leaves of beets; the 
ball-topped flowers of onions, the spreading spindly leaves of tomatoes, the lacy 
clusters of herbs...  All this bounty made my heart well up in gratitude, for the 
ground, the earth, that supports life and nourishes our bodies and our senses.  For 
the grounding of faith that supports life and nourishes our spirits with hope and joy.   
 

Living a life of faith opens our hearts to one another.  We often find common ground 

that we would never have guessed could be there!  Have you ever met someone for 
the first time, only to discover that they went to your same school, or grew up near 
your home town, or also loved to garden or knit or quilt, or used to be best friends 
with your cousin?  We are connected in ways we have only begun to explore.   
 

Common ground is a theme we will be exploring together as we learn about the 

lives of people from Bible times during worship this summer.  Abraham, Esau and 
Jacob, Joseph, Jesus, Peter and the disciples, will all play their part in sharing their 
stories and helping us to think more deeply about our own stories of faith.  We may 
find surprises along the way—modern and ancient faithful people may not be so dif-
ferent after all! 
 

May this summertime be a time of growth, and rest; fruitfulness, and nurture; 

peace, and joy. 
 
Pastor Patti 



 

 

The ICM (Intentional Caring Ministries) at St. Paul UCC is 
undergoing a “faith lift”. Instead of having a few people 
carrying out all the ministries, we are dividing up the min-
istries and inviting more people in—to sign up for activi-
ties that bring joy.   
 
 
 
 

 
Do you enjoy: 
 
♦ Making meals? 
♦ Sending cards and notes? 
♦ Making phone calls? 
♦ Praying? 
♦ Making visits to people at home or in assisted living? 
♦ Being on call in case of an emergency, to offer support? 
♦ Helping with blood pressure checks and health education? 
 
If you said “yes” in your heart to any of the above, you just might be hearing 
God’s call to share these gifts with your church family.   If you are interested in 
helping out, please let Pastor Patti know, or fill out an ICM survey and leave it in 
the box provided on the opportunity table.  
 
Please be sure to sign up before the ICM organizational meeting on Tuesday, 
September 20 at 7pm in the pastor’s study.  All are welcome to join the meeting 
and help shape the future of ICM.  Join our new class of “heir” dressers, as you 
offer a “faith lift” to all God’s children at St. Paul UCC.   

INTENTIONAL CARING MINISTRIES  

 

OUTREACH & MISSION 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT TO:                                                                                  
 Cass Corridor, Ronald Mc Donald House meals and wish-list items, E-Home 
Bingo cookies, Cass Corridor toiletries 
 
MONTHLY OPPORTUNITIES:                                                                                                    
 Outreach and Mission Meeting       July (no meeting),  Aug 1 @  7:00 pm         
 Cass Corridor         July 23, August 27                                       
 E-Home Bingo                                               July 19, August 16                                      
 Ronald McDonald House Meal        July 28, August 25                               
 Loving Yarns Needlework                    Thursdays     1:00 - 3:00 pm    
                                    
SPECIAL HAPPENINGS: 
                                                                                                                                                
Ronald McDonald and Cass Corridor donations- A list of toiletries desired for Cass 
Corridor and a wish list of items for Ronald McDonald House are in boxes on the 
Outreach and Mission Bulletin Board and containers to put the donations in are near the 
Opportunity Table.  They are taken each month when our church visits these 
destinations.      
                                                                                                                          
Possible new mission project - The members of Outreach and Missions and some 
members of Council are going with Pastor Patti to visit a mission project in suburban 
Detroit called ACTS 29 that does hands- up and not just hand-out projects to help those 
in need.  We hope to get some ideas and start some type of mission project in the Saline 
area.  Stay tuned for further detailsIII 
 
Please check bulletin inserts, the sanctuary screen before the church service, and 
announcements in church for mission opportunities. 
 
BULLETIN BOARD                                                                                                                     
 Check the Bulletin Board outside the Chapel for current Mission activities and 
thank-you notes. 
 

FOR DETAILS ON OPPORTUNITIES CONTACT:                                                                    

 Kay Girbach, Margaret Auten, Robyn Girbach,  Lisa Hartman, Gayle Rogers, 

Joyce Hanselman, Patti Richter, and Cathy London (Council Representative) 



 

 

ACTIVITIES 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
• Sundae Sunday — August 14, 2011 
• Swiss Steak Dinner — October 7, 2011 
• Christmas Craft Bazaar and Bake Sale— December 10, 2011 

 
Profits from Ice Cream Social were $2,575.67.  $128 goes to Missions and $2,446.89 
goes towards the Sanctuary Lighting Project.   
 
We still need people to host coffee hour, please stop by the Opportunity Table to 
see where you can help! 

 

 

 

From the desk of Gerald Miller… 
 
 Today is the first day of summer. October is but a few short months away. 
That means election of Council of 2012. We will need 5 or 6 people to replace those 
of us that are leaving because we have served our limit of 3 years according to the 
By-laws. Craig Richter and I will be searching for you to step up and say yes. This is 
only a 1 year obligation at a time. We will need a President, Vice President and Sec-
retary plus 2 or 3 others to fill the vacant seats. The Church needs independent 
thinkers to lead us. I urge all to consider serving. YOU ARE NEEDED! 
 
 A big thank you goes out to the Activities Committee for their hard work  
putting together the Ice Cream Social. That was a job well done! 
 
 Calling all past Presidents. We need to form together to make plans for the 
Sabbatical that will come upon us next year.  I will contact you so we can start  
planning. 
 
 
Enjoy the summer.  
Gerald Miller. 

MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL PRESIDENT 



 

 

BIRTHDAY LIST UPDATE 

We are in the process of updating the birthday list for members and friends of St 
Paul.  If you are a new member or friend, please email or call the church office with 
your birthday (month and day) so that we can update our list with your information.  
Thank you!   

 

THANK YOU! 

To the St. Paul family,  
 
A big thank you to all who sent cards and good wishes to me after my graduation 
from Columbia. I'm very touched to be in your thoughts and feel fortunate to have 
had so many of you in my life for so many years. Please continue to keep me in your 
prayers as I hunt for gainful employment! Best wishes to all of you for a safe and 
happy summer! 
 
Love, Taryn Hartman 

Peter and MaryLiz Schoenfeld no longer have a land line. They only have cell phones 
now. The number for Peter is (734) 474-5674 and the number for MaryLiz is (734) 
474-5301. The e-mail address for Peter is pkschoenfeld12@frontier.com. There has 
been a mistaken address circulating, so check your computer's address-
book carefully. The e-mail address for MaryLiz is a2quilter@frontier.com. 

UPDATE YOUR ADDRESS BOOK 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TRAINING DAY 
 
Saturday, September 10 will be Sunday School training day at St. Paul UCC.  
Teachers, parents, helpers and everyone interested in learning more about 
Sunday School are invited to attend. 
 
10am - noon will be an introduction to the Sunday school program, curriculum, 
tour of the Sunday school room, and an opportunity to sign up to be a helper 
with one of our lead teachers.  Parents are very much needed to participate in 
this program and to take turns helping. 
 
There will be a light lunch at noon, and then from 12:30-3pm Safe Sanctuaries 
training will be offered so all our parents and helpers will be aware of this im-
portant way we keep our children, youth and vulnerable adults safe.  Safe 
Sanctuaries is required of ALL our volunteers who work with our children.  Sig-
nup sheet is on the opportunity table.  Contact Patty Lange for more infor-
mation or to sign up:  429-9255 or jlange642@aol.com 
 
Sunday, September 11 is RALLY SUNDAY!  
 
A special worship service will focus on our ministry with children on that Sun-
day, which is also the Sunday we move to 10am worship time. 
 
On Sunday, September 18 there will be an informational meeting for 
confirmands, parents and mentors from 11:30 to 12:30 in the pas-
tor's study.   
 
Children from 6th to 8th grade are eligible to join the confirmation class (or 
older, if not already confirmed).  Please contact Patty Lange or Pastor Patti to 
register for confirmation as soon as possible so we can work with you to select 
a mentor for the program.  429-9255 or jlange642@aol.com.  Also, please let 
them know if you would be willing to serve as a mentor or a co-coordinator for 
the confirmation class this year. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
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